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Hurricane Safety Tips
Plan Ahead

Know your zone - Do you live near the Gulf or Atlantic
Coast? Find out if you live in a hurricane evacuation area by
contacting your local government / emergency management
office or by checking the evacuation site website.

Put together a basic emergency kit and check emergency
equipment such as flashlights, generators, and storm
shutters

Write or review your Family Emergency Plan. Plan before an
emergency happens, sit down with your family or close
friends and decide how you will get in contact with each
other, where you will go, and what you will do in an
emergency. Keep a copy of this plan in your emergency
supplies kit or another safe place where you can access it in
the event of a disaster. Start at the Ready.Gov emergency
plan webpage.

Review your insurance policies to ensure that you have
adequate coverage for your home and personal property

Understand NWS forecast products, especially the meaning
of  NWS watches and warnings. 

Preparation tips  for your home from the Federal Alliance for
Safe Homes

Source: https://www.weather.gov/safety/hurricane-plan

https://hurricanestrong.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/8-28-23-Find-Your-Evacuation-Zone-Final.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/safety/hurricane-ww
https://flash.org/prepare-your-home/
https://flash.org/prepare-your-home/
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Hurricane Safety Tips
Take Action

Source: https://www.weather.gov/safety/hurricane-plan

When a hurricane threatens your community, be prepared to
evacuate if you live in a storm surge risk area. Allow enough
time to pack and inform friends and family if you need to leave
your home.

Secure your home: Cover all of your home's windows.
Permanent storm shutters offer the best protection for windows.
A second option is to board up windows with 5/8 inch exterior
grade or marine plywood, built to fit, and ready to install. Buy
supplies before the hurricane season rather than waiting for the
pre-storm rush.

Stayed tuned in: Check the websites of your local National
Weather Service office and local government/emergency
management office. Find out what type of emergencies could
occur and how you should respond. Listen to NOAA Weather
Radio or other radio or TV stations for the latest storm news.
Follow instructions issued by local officials. Leave immediately if
ordered!

If NOT ordered to evacuate:
Take refuge in a small interior room, closet, or hallway on
the lowest level during the storm. Put as many walls between
you and the outside as you can.
Stay away from windows, skylights, and glass doors.
If the eye of the storm passes over your area, there will be a
short period of calm, but at the other side of the eye, the
wind speed rapidly increases to hurricane force winds
coming from the opposite direction.

https://www.weather.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/
https://www.ready.gov/be-informed
https://www.ready.gov/be-informed
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Hurricane Safety Tips
After the Storm

Source: https://www.weather.gov/safety/hurricane-plan

Continue listening to a NOAA Weather Radio or the local
news for the latest updates.

If you evacuated, return home only when officials say it is
safe. Once home, drive only if necessary and avoid flooded
roads and washed-out bridges. If you must go out, watch for
fallen objects in the road, downed electrical wires, and
weakened walls, bridges, roads, and sidewalks that might
collapse.

Walk carefully around the outside of your home to check for
loose power lines, gas leaks, and structural damage.

Stay out of any building if you smell gas, if floodwaters
remain around the building, if the building or home was
damaged by fire, or if the authorities have not declared it
safe.

Carbon monoxide poisoning is one of the leading causes of
death after storms in areas dealing with power outages. Never
use a portable generator inside your home or garage. Review
generator safety.

Use battery-powered flashlights. Do NOT use candles. Turn
on your flashlight before entering a vacated building. The
battery could produce a spark that could ignite leaking gas, if
present.

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/
https://www.cdc.gov/co/pdfs/generators.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/co/pdfs/generators.pdf
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Make sure to stay in contact with your Licensure Specialist
and case workers for children placed in your home. 

If you need to evacuate your home please let your workers
know where you will be and how best to contact you. 

If you are unable to reach your worker please call
1-800-222-8000 to report your whereabouts and any issues

you may be experiencing due to a storm.

MISSISSIPPI  DEPARTMENT OF CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES 750 N STATE STREET JACKSON MS

Hurricane Safety Tips

Stay Safe!
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Upcoming Training Opportunity!

Foster parents will receive 3 in-person training
hours for attending the event
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Foster parents will receive 2 in-person
training hours for attending the panel

discussion from 4pm to 6pm

Upcoming Training Opportunity!
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The Foster Parent Recruitment team is
looking for ways to reach more people to

provide information about becoming foster
parents.

If you know of community events that an
informational table can be set up at or if your

church is interested in having Recruitment
Specialists come and talk to people please reach

out to the supervisors to let them know.

See below for our map of what areas each
supervisor covers.

MISSISSIPPI  DEPARTMENT OF CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES 750 N STATE STREET JACKSON MS
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Foster Parent Recruitment Supervisors

Farren Brooks
farren.brooks@mdcps.ms.gov

Aerrial Jackson
aerrial.jackson@mdcps.ms.gov

Jennifer Belcher
jennifer.belcher@mdcps.ms.gov
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july support group schedule
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Please help us to
recognize when
one of our staff
goes above and beyond for either your
family or the children placed in your
home, please let us know about it by
using the link below.

Above and Beyond (smartsheet.com)

MISSISSIPPI  DEPARTMENT OF CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES 750 N STATE STREET JACKSON MS

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/e94acb4b275a4f9c80592aa89e950c28
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your Licensure Specialist and you need immediate
assistance, always call the 24-hour hotline:
                                     1-800-222-8000.

The information/referral specialist will contact someone
and have them reach out to you as quickly as possible. 

If there is anything that we can do to
support you, please let us know because
that is what we are here for.

MISSISSIPPI  DEPARTMENT OF CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES 750 N STATE STREET JACKSON MS

reminders

we are here for you
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Foster Parent Liaisons

Northern Region Liaison
Jamar Bell

jamar.bell@mdcps.ms.gov

Northern Region Supervisor
Farren Brooks

farren.brooks@mdcps.ms.gov

Central Region Supervisor
Aerrial Jackson

aerrial.jackson@mdcps.ms.gov

Southern Region Liaison
Anna Raiola

anna.raiola@mdcps.ms.gov

Southern Region Supervisor
Jennifer Belcher

jennifer.belcher@mdcps.ms.gov
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The Foster Parents’ Bill of Rights, which was
adopted during the 2023 Mississippi Legislative
Session, provides an outline of the rights and
responsibilities of foster families. The Bill of Rights
became effective on July 1, 2023. You can find the
full document on the MDCPS website under the
Foster Parent Resources tab. There is also a link
below which will take you directly to the document
as well.

Foster Parents' Bill of Rights
Foster-Parents-BOR-FINAL.pdf (ms.gov)

MISSISSIPPI  DEPARTMENT OF CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES 750 N STATE STREET JACKSON MS

foster
parent

resources

Mississippi Foster parents’
bill of rights and

responsibilities

https://www.mdcps.ms.gov/sites/default/files/Foster-Parents-BOR-FINAL.pdf
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In 2023 the new Foster Parent Grievance Policy and Procedures came out.
There is a link on the MDCPS website which will take you to a fillable form that
submits directly to the Foster Parent Liaisons and Supervisors. The form is a
DocuSign form and is located on the website under the Foster Parent Resources
tab. Direct links to the policy and the grievance form are below.

Steps to completing the form:
1) Access the grievance DocuSign form and enter your contact information
2) Complete all the necessary information
3) Sign the form
4) Click on “Finish” at the bottom of the document to complete the form and
have it send to the Liaisons and their Supervisors

Foster parent grievance policy
Foster Parent Grievance Policy (1).pdf (ms.gov)

This link takes you directly to the DocuSign form to file a grievance
DocuSign

MISSISSIPPI  DEPARTMENT OF CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES 750 N STATE STREET JACKSON MS

foster
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resources
foster parent

grievance policy

https://www.mdcps.ms.gov/sites/default/files/Foster%20Parent%20Grievance%20Policy%20(1).pdf
https://powerforms.docusign.net/935f13f5-162d-4599-8052-7b18bf07d2fa?env=na2&acct=3845f5d5-184e-4553-ac1c-ed03b946c498&accountId=3845f5d5-184e-4553-ac1c-ed03b946c498
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https://www.facebook.com/ChildProtectionServices.MS
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Follow us on Social Media

https://www.facebook.com/MDCPSfosterparentrecruitmentandsupport


